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1. EL NINO AND ECOLOGICAL STRESS AFTER A DEFICIENT SOUTHWEST

MONSOON

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-I Geography; GS-Ill Environment, agriculture and disaster resilience
WHY IN NEWS

India entered the post-monsoon period after a 12.6% southwest-monsoon rainfall deficit, while a strengthening EI Nino raises concern
over water, farms, forests, wetlands and marine ecosystems.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

ENSO is a coupled Pacific ocean-atmosphere oscillation. In neutral years, easterly trades push warm water westward, the eastern
Pacific thermocline is shallow and cold nutrient-rich water upwells near Peru. In El Nino, trades weaken, warm water and convection shift
eastward, the thermocline deepens in the east and Walker circulation reorganises. The Southern Oscillation is the atmospheric pressure
component; SOI tracks pressure contrast. IOD describes the west-east SST gradient in the Indian Ocean; MJO is an eastward-moving
30-60 day pulse of tropical convection that modulates active/break monsoon phases.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

Ecological damage depends on antecedent soil moisture, groundwater, vegetation, human pressure and ecosystem type; therefore the
same rainfall anomaly can produce very different outcomes. River/wetland contraction, forest-fire risk, crop stress and coral thermal
stress can cascade into livelihoods and biodiversity.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Build a national ecological observatory linking satellites with field stations; monitor soil moisture, groundwater, vegetation and coral heat
stress; use district water budgets and climate-resilient crop advisories; restore wetlands and forests; integrate ecological indicators into
drought and disaster decisions.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: India entered the post-monsoon period after a 12.6% southwest-monsoon rainfall deficit, while a
strengthening El Nino raises concern over water, farms, forests, wetlands and marine ecosystems. Prelims traps: El Nino does not
automatically mean drought in India; IOD is an Indian Ocean phenomenon; MJO is intraseasonal, not an annual oscillation.

EL NINO AND ECOLOGICAL STRESS IN INDIA
AFTER 12.6% SOUTHWEST-MONSOON RAINFALL DEFICIT
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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2. GOBARDHAN AND COMPRESSED BIOGAS: WASTE-TO-WEALTH

ENERGY TRANSITION

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-lll Energy, environment, agriculture and circular economy
WHY IN NEWS

A new central framework for the CBG sector was launched on 1 October, seeking to scale compressed biogas through assured offtake,
pricing, infrastructure and financial support.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

GOBARdhan expands as Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan. Anaerobic digestion decomposes dung, crop residue and
organic waste without oxygen to produce biogas, chiefly methane and carbon dioxide. Upgrading removes CO2, moisture and impurities;
compression yields CBG suitable for transport/industrial use. Digestate can become organic manure.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

CBG can reduce methane emissions from unmanaged waste, substitute imported natural gas, address crop-residue burning and create
rural income. Constraints include feedstock aggregation, seasonal supply, plant economics, pipeline access, financing and quality
standards.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Develop long-term feedstock contracts/FPO aggregation; strengthen pipeline and CGD connectivity; enforce digestate quality; use
transparent offtake/pricing; improve bankability and methane-leak monitoring.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: A new central framework for the CBG sector was launched on 1 October, seeking to scale compressed
biogas through assured offtake, pricing, infrastructure and financial support. Prelims traps: biogas is not pure methane; CBG is
upgraded/compressed biogas; GOBARdhan originated under Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin.
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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3. RODTEP EXTENDED TO 31 DECEMBER 2026

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-llI Indian economy, external sector and export competitiveness
WHY IN NEWS

The Department of Commerce extended RoDTEP to 31 December 2026 for DTA units, Advance Authorisation holders, SEZ units and
EOUs, with existing rates/value caps continuing.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

RoDTEP means Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products. It refunds embedded Central, State and local levies that are not
otherwise rebated. The WTO distinction is crucial: remission of taxes actually borne by an exported product is different from an export
subsidy that confers an additional benefit.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

It improves price competitiveness and reduces the export of domestic taxes, but cannot solve logistics costs, weak productivity,
standards barriers or exchange-rate volatility. Complex documentation and uneven sectoral incidence remain concerns.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Digitise evidence and claims; periodically update incidence studies; coordinate with GST/customs systems; combine remission with
logistics, standards, trade finance and market diversification.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: The Department of Commerce extended RoDTEP to 31 December 2026 for DTA units, Advance
Authorisation holders, SEZ units and EOUs, with existing rates/value caps continuing. Prelims traps: RODTEP is remission, not a
production subsidy; it covers embedded unrebated levies; SEZ/EOU eligibility is policy-specific.
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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4. INSOLVENCY AND BANKRUPTCY CODE AT TEN YEARS

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-Il statutory bodies; GS-lll banking, corporate sector and credit markets
WHY IN NEWS

IBBI marked ten years since its establishment on 1 October 2016, highlighting credit discipline, recoveries, value maximisation and the
need to reduce delay.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

IBC, 2016 created a creditor-in-control, time-bound insolvency framework. Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process broadly moves from
admission and moratorium to appointment of an insolvency professional, constitution of Committee of Creditors, consideration of
resolution plans and approval/liquidation. NCLT is the adjudicating authority for corporate persons; IBBI regulates insolvency
professionals and the ecosystem.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

IBC changed debtor-creditor behaviour and provides a collective process instead of fragmented recovery. Yet delays, litigation, capacity
constraints, valuation disputes and erosion of enterprise value weaken the promise of time-bound resolution.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Expand NCLT capacity; enforce timelines; use mediation/pre-pack tools where suitable; improve information utilities and valuation
quality; deploy technology with auditability; preserve going-concern value.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: IBBI marked ten years since its establishment on 1 October 2016, highlighting credit discipline, recoveries,
value maximisation and the need to reduce delay. Prelims traps: IBBI is a statutory regulator; NCLT adjudicates corporate insolvency;
CoC voting is creditor-driven, not government-directed.
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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5. SPECIAL CAMPAIGN 6 AND SCIENTIFIC E-WASTE MANAGEMENT

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-ll governance; GS-III pollution, waste management and circular economy
WHY IN NEWS

MOoEFCC began the implementation phase of Special Campaign 6 from 2-31 October, with emphasis on cleanliness, pendency
reduction, records management and scientific e-waste disposal.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

E-waste contains valuable metals but also hazardous substances. Extended Producer Responsibility makes producers responsible for
meeting recycling obligations through authorised channels. India's E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 use an EPR framework and
registered recyclers. Circular economy seeks to retain material value through repair, reuse, refurbishment and recycling.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

Government-office e-waste creates an opportunity to model traceable disposal and data-security practices. Risks include informal
dismantling, unsafe burning/leaching, leakage of sensitive data and weak segregation.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Mandate inventory and data wiping; route material only to authorised recyclers; track EPR certificates; promote repair/refurbishment
before disposal; audit downstream recycling and worker safety.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: MoEFCC began the implementation phase of Special Campaign 6 from 2-31 October, with emphasis on
cleanliness, pendency reduction, records management and scientific e-waste disposal. Prelims traps: EPR places obligations on
producers, not only consumers; recycling is below reuse/repair in the resource hierarchy.
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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6. ELECTION COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS AND INSTITUTIONAL

INDEPENDENCE

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-IlI Constitution, constitutional bodies and judicial review
WHY IN NEWS

The Supreme Court dismissed a recall plea connected with its split verdict on whether challenges involving the 2023 law governing
appointments to the Election Commission should go to a larger Constitution Bench.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

Article 324 vests superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission. The CEC and Election Commissioners
are appointed by the President subject to parliamentary law. Institutional independence depends not only on formal status but also
appointment design, tenure security, finances, transparent procedure and public confidence.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

The constitutional tension is between Parliament's authority to prescribe an appointment framework and the need to safeguard the
impartiality of the election-management body. Judicial review tests constitutional validity but courts must also respect institutional
boundaries.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Ensure transparent eligibility and selection criteria; publish reasons/process safeguards consistent with law; protect tenure and
administrative autonomy; strengthen disclosure and consultation; resolve constitutional questions with clarity.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: The Supreme Court dismissed a recall plea connected with its split verdict on whether challenges involving
the 2023 law governing appointments to the Election Commission should go to a larger Constitution Bench. Prelims traps: ECl is a
constitutional body; Article 324 is the key provision; CEC removal protection differs from that of other Election Commissioners.
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= | SRS e S aging Ko | ~ ELECTION COMMISSION &

VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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7. HIGH-COST DRUG MARKUPS AND PHARMACEUTICAL PRICE

REGULATION

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-Il health governance; GS-1Il market regulation and consumer protection
WHY IN NEWS

Karnataka flagged large gaps between hospital procurement/landing costs and MRPs of high-cost medicines and sought stronger central
action on pricing anomalies.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

NPPA administers drug-price regulation under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order. Scheduled formulations can be subject to ceiling prices;
non-scheduled drugs remain subject to specified controls/monitoring. MRP, procurement price and trade margin are distinct. Information
asymmetry is acute because patients rarely shop normally during emergencies.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

Excessive markups raise out-of-pocket expenditure and can restrict access to life-saving treatment. But blunt price caps can also affect
supply, innovation and distribution incentives if poorly designed.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Increase hospital price transparency; rationalise trade margins where evidence supports it; strengthen NPPA/state enforcement; expand
generic prescribing and procurement competition; improve insurance package pricing and grievance redress.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: Karnataka flagged large gaps between hospital procurement/landing costs and MRPs of high-cost medicines
and sought stronger central action on pricing anomalies. Prelims traps: NPPA is under Department of Pharmaceuticals; DPCO is the
core price-control instrument; MRP is not the same as ex-factory price.
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& _ Authorised Recycling MANAGEMENT Way Forward
recyclers (e-waste rules, 2022) From Waste to Resources Regular e-waste audits
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r

HIGH-COST DRUG MARKUPS AND
PHARMACEUTICAL PRICE REGULATION

Why in News?

= Large markups on high-cost oy
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I Pricing Structure

J_v—" * MRF vs, procurement price
.._l « Trade margins (distributor, retailer) he=

» Wide variation across hospitas

hl

Impact

* High out-of-pocket expenditure
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* Reduced access to life-saving drugs

|
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= Complex supply chain
# Limited price control coverage
» |Information asymmetry |

VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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8. YANADI AND CHENCHU COMMUNITIES: LAND, HABITAT AND DIGNITY

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-I society; GS-Il vulnerable sections, tribal rights and social justice
WHY IN NEWS

Reports from Andhra Pradesh highlighted land insecurity and severe deprivation among Yanadi and Chenchu families despite proximity
to urban growth.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

Chenchus are a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group associated especially with the Nallamala forest landscape; Yanadis are a
Scheduled Tribe concentrated in Andhra Pradesh. Forest Rights Act, 2006 recognises individual and community forest rights subject to
statutory conditions. PESA, 1996 strengthens self-governance in Scheduled Areas, though territorial applicability matters.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

Land alienation, weak records, livelihood disruption, poor health/education access and conservation-development conflicts can convert
formal welfare into substantive exclusion. Recognition of rights must be followed by secure possession and services.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Time-bound rights recognition; habitat-sensitive development; mobile health/education support; community resource mapping; livelihood
value chains; ensure Gram Sabha participation and convergence of tribal-sub-plan resources.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: Reports from Andhra Pradesh highlighted land insecurity and severe deprivation among Yanadi and Chenchu
families despite proximity to urban growth. Prelims traps: all STs are not PVTGs; FRA recognises both individual and community rights;
PESA applies to Fifth Schedule areas.

A APPOI TS —
Supreme Court Judgement ROINTMEY » - Way Forward
» Struck down existing law : UINA - Clear, transparent and balanced Law
+ Directed collegium-like committee NDEF D + Mulli-stakeholder consulation
_- for appointments = Preserve independence with accourtakbility

YANADI AND CHENCHU COMMUNITIES:
LAND INSECURITY AND DIGNITY

Legal and Policy Framework
Who are Yanadi and Chenchu? _ 3 = fﬂFRﬁ. 2006 {incg:vldual and
= Particularly Velnerable — comumunity nghts)
Tribal Groups [PVTGe! i + PESA (where applicable)

)
= Primarily in Andhra Pradesh -
= Forest-based traditional livelihoods:

Land and Habitat
» Land alienation and displacement

* Restricted access to forest resources
* Risk from develooment proiects

= PVTG Development Schemes

Issues
o += Slow recognition of forest rights

= Inadequate implementation
+ Marginalisation and exclusion

VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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9. FOOD PROCESSING: FROM FARM OUTPUT TO VALUE ADDITION

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-IlI agriculture, food processing, employment and supply chains
WHY IN NEWS

Policy attention is focusing on India's large and growing food market and faster processing to raise farm value, investment,
manufacturing jobs and exports.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

Food processing includes cleaning, grading, preservation, transformation, packaging and cold-chain logistics. Value addition can reduce
perishability and create differentiated products. Forward linkage connects processors to markets; backward linkage connects them to
farmers/input suppliers.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

India's opportunity rests on diverse agriculture and a large market, but fragmented supply, cold-chain gaps, food-safety compliance,
finance, scale and post-harvest losses constrain growth. Processing is not automatically farmer-friendly unless contracts and competition
transmit value back to producers.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Expand packhouses/cold chains; support FPO-processor contracts with safeguards; strengthen PMFME and food-testing capacity;
improve logistics; promote traceability, standards and export market intelligence.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: Policy attention is focusing on India's large and growing food market and faster processing to raise farm
value, investment, manufacturing jobs and exports. Prelims traps: food processing spans primary and higher-order processing; cold
chain is infrastructure, not processing alone; PMFME targets micro food-processing enterprises.

AFFUORDABLE |
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-
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o INDIA'S FOOD-PROCESSING GROWTH: |

Economic Benefits
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+ Boasl 10 exports

FARM TO MARKET VALUE ADDITION

Why Important?
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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10. INDIANS JOINING FOREIGN ARMED FORCES: MIGRATION,

RECRUITMENT AND CITIZEN PROTECTION

SYLLABUS LINK: GS-Il international relations and diaspora; GS-IlIl human security
WHY IN NEWS

India again warned citizens against recruitment into Russian armed forces and urged caution over overseas job offers linked to conflict
zones.

CONCEPTS FROM BASICS

Foreign recruitment can involve deceptive contracts, trafficking-like coercion, passport retention and exposure to armed conflict.
Consular protection operates through diplomatic missions but is constrained by host-country law, conflict conditions and access. Safe
migration requires verified recruiters, documented contracts and pre-departure information.

EDITORIAL / MAINS ANALYSIS

The issue sits at the intersection of labour mobility, individual choice, national security, diplomatic relations and state duty of care.
Prevention is more effective than extraction from active conflict zones.

GOVERNMENT / POLICY LINKAGES & WAY FORWARD

Verify overseas recruiters; strengthen emigration checks for high-risk destinations; rapid consular hotlines and family liaison; prosecute
fraudulent recruitment; coordinate repatriation diplomatically; expand public advisories in regional languages.

KEY POINTS FOR UPSC: India again warned citizens against recruitment into Russian armed forces and urged caution over overseas
job offers linked to conflict zones. Prelims traps: consular assistance is not unlimited extraterritorial jurisdiction; recruitment fraud may
engage multiple criminal/labour laws; diplomatic protection depends on nationality and circumstances.
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VISUAL REVISION: The infographic converts the topic into a central-concept mind map with causes/mechanism, impacts, policy trade-offs and way forward.
Use it to reproduce a 30-60 second diagram in Mains.
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PLACES IN NEWS - POLITICAL MAP

Use the political map to establish country/state-side location first. For India's legally authoritative boundary reference, students
should use the current Survey of India Political Map (English 13th Edition, 2026). The map below is a classroom location map; the
official SOI map remains the boundary reference.

SOUTH ASIA - POLITICAL LOCATION MAP
International boundaries and Places in News
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Political location drill: Devbhoomi Dwarka - Gujarat; Vijayawada - Andhra Pradesh; Nallamala Hills - Andhra Pradesh/Telangana
landscape; neighbouring countries - Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Sri Lanka.



PLACES IN NEWS - INDIA PHYSICAL / GEOGRAPHICAL MAP

Now add the physical linkage: terrain, rivers, mountain systems and adjoining seas. This is the layer UPSC frequently uses to
convert a current-affairs location into a geography question.

INDIA - PHYSICAL / GEOGRAPHICAL MAP PRACTICE
Terrain, rivers and Places in New
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Geographical linkages: Nallamala Hills - Eastern Ghats; Vijayawada - Krishna River corridor; Devbhoomi Dwarka -
Saurashtra/Gujarat coast and Arabian Sea; Andhra coast - Bay of Bengal; also revise Himalayas, Thar Desert, Deccan Plateau and
Western/Eastern Ghats.




PLACES IN NEWS - WORLD POLITICAL + GEOGRAPHICAL MAP

WORLD - POLITICAL / GEOGRAPHICAL MAP PRACTICE
Countries, oceans and climate-process locations

World map drill: Peru - eastern tropical Pacific/upwelling; Indonesia - western Pacific warm pool; tropical Pacific - ENSO; Indian
Ocean - I0D; Russia - overseas recruitment and consular-protection issue. Redraw the Equator and mark the Pacific and Indian
oceans before adding locations.

Map-source standard: India political-boundary verification: Survey of India Political Map, 13th Edition (2026). India physical-geography reference: Survey of
India Physical Map. World political reference: UN Geospatial World Map, July 2026.



PRELIMS PRACTICE - 10 MCQs WITH ONE DETAILED SOLUTION EACH

1. With reference to ENSO, which statement is correct?

A. El Nino necessarily causes drought in India

B. Southern Oscillation is the atmospheric component of ENSO
C. 10D occurs in the Pacific Ocean

D. MJO is a decadal oscillation

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: ENSO is a coupled ocean-atmosphere phenomenon in the tropical Pacific. Sea-surface-temperature anomalies form
the oceanic side; the Southern Oscillation is the atmospheric pressure/circulation side. During El Nino, trade winds generally
weaken and Walker circulation reorganises.

Why B: It precisely defines the Southern Oscillation.

Eliminate A: El Nino raises the probability of a weak Indian monsoon but does not guarantee drought; 10D, MJO and regional
systems can modify rainfall.

Eliminate C: IOD is an Indian Ocean SST dipole.

Eliminate D: MJO is intraseasonal, commonly around 30-60 days.

UPSC trap: Never treat El Nino-Indian monsoon linkage as deterministic.

2. Compressed biogas differs from raw biogas mainly because CBG:

A. contains no methane

B. is upgraded to remove CO2, moisture and impurities and then compressed
C. is produced only from coal

D. cannot be used as transport/industrial fuel

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: Anaerobic digestion of dung/crop residue/organic waste produces raw biogas containing methane plus CO2,
moisture and trace gases. Upgrading removes unwanted components and increases methane concentration; compression makes
the gas easier to store/distribute.

Why B: Upgrading + compression is the defining transition from raw biogas to CBG.

A: Methane is the valuable fuel component, so A reverses the chemistry.

C: CBG uses hiodegradable organic feedstock, not coal.

D: Fuel substitution is one of CBG's main purposes.

UPSC trap: Biogas and CBG are related but not technically identical.

3. RODTEP primarily seeks to:

A. subsidise export profits

B. remit embedded unrebated duties and taxes on exported products
C. finance imports

D. replace GST

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: Some domestic levies remain embedded in an exported product even after ordinary refund mechanisms. RODTEP
seeks tax neutrality by remitting eligible unrebated incidence.

Why B: This is exactly what 'Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products' means.

A: A subsidy provides an additional benefit; remission returns eligible taxes actually borne. This distinction matters under WTO rules.
C/D: The scheme neither finances imports nor replaces GST.

UPSC trap: Do not equate every exporter payment with an export subsidy.

4. For corporate insolvency under the IBC, the ordinary adjudicating authority is:

A. Supreme Court

B. National Company Law Tribunal
C. Reserve Bank of India

D. Comptroller and Auditor General

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: IBC separates adjudication, regulation and commercial decision-making. NCLT adjudicates corporate
insolvency; IBBI regulates the insolvency ecosystem; the CoC takes key commercial decisions.

Why B: NCLT is the statutory adjudicating authority for corporate persons.

A: Higher courts may hear matters in the judicial hierarchy, but the Supreme Court is not the ordinary first forum.

C: RBI regulates the banking/monetary system.

D: CAG audits public accounts.

UPSC trap: IBBI is the regulator, not the adjudicating tribunal.




5. Extended Producer Responsibility in e-waste means:

A. only municipalities are responsible for recycling

B. producers bear specified end-of-life collection/recycling obligations
C. consumers may discard electronic waste anywhere

D. all electronic imports are prohibited

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: EPR internalises part of the product's end-of-life environmental cost into producer obligations, usually through
collection/recycling targets and authorised channels.

Why B: It captures the producer-responsibility principle.

A: Municipalities are not the sole responsible actor.

C: Unscientific dumping contradicts e-waste rules.

D: EPR is not an import prohibition.

UPSC trap: EPR is broader than physical take-back by the producer itself, compliance can operate through the notified recycling
framework.

6. Article 324 of the Constitution of India deals with:

A. Finance Commission

B. Election Commission

C. Comptroller and Auditor General
D. Union Public Service Commission

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission.

Why B: ECI derives its constitutional status directly from Article 324.

Elimination memory: Finance Commission - Article 280; CAG - Article 148; UPSC/State PSC provisions begin at Article 315.
UPSC trap: ECIl is a constitutional body, not merely a body created by an ordinary statute.

7. The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority is primarily associated with:

A. telecom tariff regulation

B. pharmaceutical price regulation
C. inter-state electricity transmission
D. crop insurance

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: NPPA functions under the Department of Pharmaceuticals and implements pharmaceutical pricing policy, including
relevant provisions of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order.

Why B: Price ceilings/monitoring of medicines are its core domain.

A/C/D: These belong to different regulatory/policy frameworks.

UPSC trap: MRP, procurement price and ex-factory price are different concepts; price regulation does not mean every medicine has
the same margin.

8. Which statement regarding Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups is correct?

A. Every Scheduled Tribe is a PVTG

B. PVTGs are a particularly vulnerable subset among tribal communities
C. PVTGs exist only in Sixth Schedule areas

D. the Forest Rights Act excludes PVTGs

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: PVTG is a vulnerability category within the wider tribal population; therefore every ST is not a PVTG. Chenchus are a
PVTG and are strongly associated with the Nallamala landscape.

Why B: It states the subset relationship correctly.

C: PVTGs are found beyond Sixth Schedule areas.

D: Eligible forest-dwelling PVTG communities are not excluded from FRA merely because they are PVTGs.

UPSC trap: Do not casually classify every vulnerable ST mentioned in news as a PVTG.




9. Food processing can directly support agriculture by:

A. eliminating all price risk

B. extending shelf life and enabling value addition
C. abolishing the need for logistics

D. removing food-safety requirements

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: Processing includes cleaning, grading, preservation, transformation and packaging. It can reduce perishability and
create higher-value products.

Why B: Shelf-life extension and value addition are direct economic functions.

A: Price and demand risk remain.

C: Processing actually increases the importance of cold chains, packhouses and transport.

D: Food safety remains essential.

UPSC trap: Cold chain is enabling infrastructure; it is not synonymous with food processing.

10. Consular assistance to Indian citizens abroad implies that India:

A. has unlimited jurisdiction inside the foreign State

B. may assist citizens through diplomatic/consular channels subject to host-country law and circumstances
C. may disregard foreign law

D. guarantees evacuation from every conflict

Correct Answer: B

Core concept: Embassies and consulates can assist nationals, communicate with host authorities, facilitate documents and pursue
repatriation, but territorial sovereignty remains with the host State.

Why B: It captures both the assistance role and its legal/operational limits.

A/C: These contradict host-State sovereignty.

D: Evacuation depends on access, security, host cooperation and operational feasibility.

UPSC trap: Consular assistance is important but is not unlimited extraterritorial jurisdiction.
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MAINS MODEL ANSWERS - COMPLETE WRITTEN ANSWERS
GS-I - Geography

15 marks | 250 words

A strengthening El Nino after a deficient monsoon can create ecological stress that is not captured by rainfall totals
alone. Discuss.

QUESTION DEMAND: Explain ENSO mechanism, then move from meteorological drought to ecosystem-specific stress and monitoring.

MODEL ANSWER

ENSO is a coupled tropical-Pacific ocean-atmosphere phenomenon. During El Nino, weakened trade winds shift warm water and
convection eastward, alter the thermocline and reorganise Walker circulation. For India, this can weaken favourable monsoon circulation
and increase post-monsoon dryness, but the ecological consequences depend on local vulnerability.

Water and wetlands: Lower rainfall reduces reservoir recharge, river flow and wetland hydroperiod. Groundwater-dependent
ecosystems may initially buffer rainfall failure but later experience sharper stress.

Farms and forests: Soil-moisture deficits affect sowing, crop duration and fodder. Forest response depends on species, previous
drought, fragmentation and human pressure; dry biomass can raise fire risk.

Marine ecosystems: EI Nino alters ocean temperature and productivity. Marine heat stress can bleach corals and disturb fisheries. Thus
a national rainfall number cannot describe ecological damage.

Critical analysis: 10D, MJO and local rainfall events can modify the ENSO signal. Climate change adds a warmer baseline, making
compound heat-drought events more damaging.

Way Forward: India needs a coordinated ecological observatory combining satellites, field plots, soil moisture, groundwater,
river/wetland gauges, forest-fire indicators and coral thermal monitoring. District water budgeting, ecosystem restoration and
climate-resilient agriculture should be linked to seasonal forecasts.

Conclusion: Forecasting the atmosphere is only the first step; resilience requires monitoring how ecosystems actually respond.
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GS-ll - Governance
15 marks | 250 words

Institutional independence of the Election Commission depends on more than the constitutional label of an independent
body. Examine.

QUESTION DEMAND: Use Atrticle 324, appointment design, tenure, finance, transparency and judicial review; balance independence
with accountability.

MODEL ANSWER

Article 324 entrusts the Election Commission with superintendence, direction and control of elections. This constitutional status is
foundational, but institutional independence is produced by a wider architecture.

Appointment: A credible process should reduce perceptions of partisan capture through transparent eligibility, structured consultation
and clear statutory procedure.

Tenure and removal: Security from arbitrary removal protects decisional autonomy. At the same time, internal accountability and
reasoned decision-making are essential because independence cannot mean absence of scrutiny.

Administrative and financial capacity: Elections require personnel, technology and logistics. Functional autonomy is weakened if an
institution depends excessively on discretionary executive support.

Transparency: Publication of directions, enforcement criteria and reasons builds public trust and makes equal treatment visible.

Judicial review: Courts protect constitutional boundaries, but excessive judicial management of election administration can itself blur
institutional roles. Parliament likewise has authority to legislate subject to constitutional limitations.

Way Forward: strengthen transparent appointments, secure tenure, professional secretariat capacity, predictable finances, disclosure
standards and parliamentary scrutiny that does not become operational interference.

Conclusion: Independence is best understood as protected impartial decision-making combined with public reasons and constitutional
accountability.
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GS-Ill - Economy/Environment
15 marks | 250 words

Compressed biogas can simultaneously advance energy security, waste management and rural incomes, but scaling it
requires more than plant construction. Analyse.

QUESTION DEMAND: Explain technology and co-benefits, then identify feedstock, finance, market and environmental constraints.

MODEL ANSWER

Compressed biogas converts an environmental liability into an energy asset. Dung, crop residue and other organic waste undergo
anaerobic digestion to produce biogas; after removal of CO2, moisture and impurities and subsequent compression, the fuel can
substitute part of fossil natural-gas use.

Energy security: Domestic CBG diversifies gas supply and reduces exposure to imported fuel.

Agriculture and rural economy: Crop residue and dung acquire market value; digestate can return nutrients to soils; local aggregation
and plant operations create employment.

Environment: Controlled digestion can reduce methane leakage from unmanaged organic waste and discourage residue burning.
However, poor plants can themselves leak methane or mishandle digestate.

Scaling constraints: Feedstock is bulky, dispersed and seasonal. Transport radius, reliable contracts, financing, technology
performance, gas-quality standards, pipeline connectivity and predictable offtake determine viability.

Critical analysis: Capacity announcements are not equal to sustained gas production. Plants must be evaluated on lifecycle emissions,
uptime, feedstock sustainability and delivered fuel cost.

Way Forward: aggregate feedstock through FPOs/cooperatives; map viable catchments; assure transparent long-term offtake; expand
CGD/pipeline injection standards; finance proven technologies; certify digestate; and continuously measure methane leakage.

Conclusion: CBG can become a genuine circular-economy pillar when policy shifts from counting plants to measuring reliable gas,
farmer value and verified emission reduction.
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GS-IV - Ethics
15 marks | 250 words

A public health system may legally regulate prices, yet ethical governance requires more than legal compliance. Discuss
with reference to high markups on essential medicines.

QUESTION DEMAND: Identify stakeholders and values; analyse conflict between affordability, enterprise incentives and transparency;
propose ethical safeguards.

MODEL ANSWER

Medicine is not an ordinary consumer good: illness creates urgency, information asymmetry and dependence on professional advice.
Therefore a legally permissible price can still raise ethical concerns when markups are opaque and patients have little practical choice.

Stakeholders: patients and families seek affordable treatment; hospitals and distributors need viable operations; manufacturers require
incentives for quality and innovation; regulators must protect access without causing shortages.

Ethical values: justice requires that life-saving treatment not be denied by avoidable pricing opacity. Beneficence and non-maleficence
demand that commercial practices do not exploit vulnerability. Transparency supports informed choice, while accountability requires
explainable procurement and billing.

Dilemma: indiscriminate caps may reduce supply or discourage specialised products, but unrestrained markups can convert medical
dependence into rent extraction. Ethical regulation must therefore be evidence-based and proportionate.

Way Forward: disclose hospital procurement and patient prices in standard form; audit abnormal trade margins; strengthen NPPA-state
coordination; promote generic prescribing and pooled procurement; provide rapid grievance redress; and assess whether insurance
package rates transmit savings to patients.

Conclusion: Ethical health markets require a fair balance: legitimate returns for innovation and distribution, but no exploitation of
vulnerability. Transparency, proportional regulation and patient-centred accountability are the bridge between legality and justice.
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